FRANKLIN COUNTY AREA PLAN COMMISSION
MEMORANDUM & MINUTES

February 15, 2012

COMMISSIONERS/COUNCIL PUBLIC MEETING ROOM 203

Those Present:
 Area Plan Commission: 
John Steele, Rick McMillin,  Joe Gillespie, Joe Jonas (absent (Lynn Helms sitting in for Mr. Jonas),  Stanley Monroe, Richard Placke.  


Commission Attorney: Tammy Davis


Executive Director: Larry J. Franzman


Recording Secretary: Cindy C. Orschell

MINUTES – 2/11/2012 – MOTION – Mr. Gillespie motioned to approve the minutes, Mr. 

Placke 2nd.  AIF (5). Abstained (1)  Lynn Edwards. MC.
TOM LINKEL of Linkel Farms –  Mr. Linkel presented the board with photos of the property.

He received a letter from the APC on his operation; the APC office received a signed complaint 
by Joe Jonas.  Mr. Linkel doesn’t want to change the zoning; he feels there may be some issues 
with IDEM on his permit for manure management.  He asks the board if they feel something 
must be done, he would like to ask for a Conditional Use so they could continue their shop and 
operation.  The operation includes confinement barns, a farrowing house, a finishing building, 

and 3 grain bins, The Shop, and hog barns around the pond;  About 4 or 5 years ago when they 
built the shop they put the awning on it saying “The Shop”. Approximately 80-85 percent of the 
work done in the shop is their own equipment and there are 2 full-time mechanics and they took 
in outside work to fill-in. They use a lot of the property for storage of their contractor’s 
equipment, and the garbage trucks.  The Shop has an office including a desk for himself and for 
his daughter who does payroll.   Mr. McMillin asked how long he has been farming and when his 
ancestors first came to Franklin County to farm?  Up until 1980 his father was farming they 
(himself and his brother, John) took over and they run 2,000 acres of farm ground, sell 3,000 
head of hogs a year, they also farm some in Ripley, and Union County. They have 3 full-time and 
2 part-time farm hands.  Linkel Company is listed under the farming operation and The Shop.  
Mr. McMillin asks where his customers come from, if his neighbors complain about his operation, 
Or if it occurred to him that his shop was a violation of the code.  Mr. Linkel has not heard any 
complaints from his neighbors, he was unaware that he was in violation of the code and his 
customers come from all over the county.   Mr. McMillin asks Mr. Linkel’s feelings on the Freight 
Terminal or asking for a rezone. Mr. Linkel feels the Freight Terminal would apply.  Mrs. 
Edwards does not have a problem with the concept, but feels its incumbent upon this body to 
make sure things are done properly and it’s important for the board to follow the code as it’s 
written.  In reading the definition of Farm; industrial and commercial operations are not included in the definition of a farm and feels it should be handled and given a conditional use.  Mr. Gillespie feels the Linkel’s are great for the community and feels it has enough diversified uses that he thinks a conditional use would be the way to handle it.  Mr. McMillin refers to the definition of farming operation and farm exemption, and questions what section of the code his operation violates. He reads Section 80.03.01 and questions, is this akin to agriculture operations?  Also refers to 80.01, C. 1. Farm Exemption.  Mrs. Edwards feels in the new code it defines a farm and “The Shop” is not limited to farm vehicles, it’s not related to agriculture and whether he has farmed it for 400 years is completely irrelevant. Mr. Franzman feels we need to get it straight with the garbage trucks.  Mr. Placke agrees with Mr. Franzman and feels a conditional use would be best.  Mr. McMillin said the garbage trucks have nothing to do with the complaint. Mr. Gillespie feels it’s a diversified enough use and he agrees a conditional use would clear everything up and not leave any questions now or in the future. Mr. McMillin questions what conditional use would Mr. Gillespie recommend.  Mr. Gillespie doesn’t feel there is one specific conditional use that describes exactly what is going on, he mentions the Farm Implement Sales and Service Area as a Class 2.  Mr. Monroe wants to see what IDEM says first.  Mr. Linkel will contact IDEM to see if it will affect his permit.  Mr. Steele agrees with Mr. McMillin and feels the code addresses it simply enough and he has issues with Mr. Jonas not being here so we can have dialogue.  Mr. Linkel is unable to make the March meeting, and he is willing to do what the board asks of him. Mr. Monroe motioned to leave it like it is, Mr. McMillin 2nd. Mr. Gillespie is not opposed to what they are doing, but that’s a pretty liberal interpretation of the code. He is for the operation, but is opposed to the motion.  AIF (3). Opposed (3) Mrs. Edwards, Mr. Gillespie, Mr. Placke.  Motion died.   Haroline Ison feels that until the Town of Brookville adopts the code they should not be voting on the CIC code on these matters.  She feels they should abstain. Mr. Gillespie recommends a Specific Conditional Use, Farm Implement, Class 2.  Mr. Linkel is ok with that.   Mr. Gillespie motions to ask The Linkel Group to apply for a Conditional Use, Class 2 approval process. Mr. Franzman questions if we should describe a 2.00 acre tract instead of the whole acreage.  If there is a problem with the IDEM permit, Mr. Linkel will describe a 2.00 acre tract.  Mr. Linkel will contact IDEM to see if a conditional use is an issue and if not he will apply for the Conditional Use, Class 2 approval process.
INCORPORATED TOWNS AMENDMENTS – Mrs. Davis informs the board that the Town 

of Brookville submitted their amendments on December 28 and the 60 days will be up on 

February 26.   There will have to be another meeting or this one will need to be continued and 

the advertisement will have the specific content of the amendments. Mr. Gillespie asks if we 

could ask them (Town of Brookville) to reinitiate the amendments?  The Town of Brookville submitted on December 28th, Town of Cedar Grove submitted on February 2nd,  Town of Mt. Camel submitted on January 10th, and Town of Oldenburg submitted on February 14th. Mr. McMillin feels the right thing to do is to ask them to resubmit the amendments except the Town of Oldenburg. Mrs. Davis feels if the Town of Brookville resubmits, we should be on the same time line. Mr. Gillespie motions to request the Town of Brookville to resubmit the amendments to the ordinance and advertise for the March 14th meeting, Mr.  Placke  2nd. AIF. MC.
PROPOSED RESOLUTION –  Mr. McMillin motioned to accept the resolution for our 
consideration to be discussed at the March meeting, Mr. Steele points out that this is a hearing.  
Mr. McMillin withdrew his motion.  Mr. McMillin motioned to adopt the resolution to review 

the Area Planning Executive Director twice annually, the first review to be completed on 

or before March 31st of each calendar year, the second to be completed on or before September 

30th of each calendar year; the scope being as outlined in the resolution, Mr. Monroe 2nd. Mr. 
Placke feels it needs to be discussed and feels twice a year is excessive.  Mr. McMillin withdraws 

his motion and asks the board to take this resolution to pick a time, place and as a committee (as 
a whole, not an APC) review it, Mr. Monroe 2nd. AIF. MC. Mr. Gillespie questions an executive session with proper advertisement of 48 hours.  Mr. Placke informs the board that he will not be available until April.  Mr. McMillin motions to have a meeting on April 4, 2012 at 7:00 p.m., Mr. Gillespie 2nd. AIF. MC.
PUBLIC COMMENT-  Mr. Denny Brown asks Mr. Monroe why he voted against hiring Mr. Franzman as Executive Director.  Mr. Monroe said he didn’t vote against Mr. Franzman, he voted to have a board meeting. Mr. Steele said this is out of order.    Mr. Monroe didn’t vote against Mr. Franzman he voted to have a board meeting to discuss it.
BARRICKLOW CASE – Mr. Franzman has received the report from IDEM on the Barricklow 

property.  The fine to this date is $508,000.00.  There was a question on the fine, Mrs. Davis said 
the judge ordered $3,000.00 per day.  
ADJOURNMENT -  Mr. Gillespie motioned to adjourn the meeting, Mr. McMillin 2nd. Meeting 

adjourned at 8:38 p.m.  AIF. MC. 
Others Present: 
Paula Keller, Jeff Batchler, Haroline Ison, Tom Wilson, Ruthie Mannix, Robert Braun, Sandra Baker, Diane Peters, Tim Mauzy, Shirlie Mauzy, and Daryl Kramer

Others present, but not on sign-in sheet:
Wayne Monroe, Tom Linkel, Kate Greene, Jim Suhre, Denny Brown, and Mr. & Mrs. St. John

