FRANKLIN COUNTY AREA PLAN COMMISSION
MEMORANDUM & MINUTES
December 9, 2015 7:00 pm
COMMISSIONERS/COUNCIL PUBLIC MEETING ROOM 203

Those Present:	 Area Plan Commission members: Rick McMillin, President, 
                             Ed Derickson, Vice-President, Curtis Ward, Joe Gillespie, Dennis Brown, Anna 				Morrow (Absent-Represented by Jeff Batchler) and Haroline Ison (Absent-Represented 			by Robert Braun).  Also present were Tammy Davis, Cindy C. Orschell and Melissa K. 			Burkhart (Absent).

Mr. McMillin opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION TO APPROVE 11/18/15 MINUTES – Mr. Derickson requested changes to the Minutes which included revisions on pgs. 1 and 3.  The revision on pg. 1 pertained to Attorney Goodin’s presence at the meeting on behalf of Central States Tower and Verizon.  On pg. 3, a revision was made to Mr. Derickson’s statement regarding his reasoning for his opposing vote with regard to the tower.  Mr. Derickson moved to approve the Minutes.  Mr. Batchler 2nd.  AIF.  MC.    

[bookmark: _GoBack]CENTRAL STATES TOWER/PARALLEL INFRASTRUCTURE/JACKSON HEARING- Attorney Russell Brown and Elizabeth Williams were present on behalf of Parallel Infrastructure and Verizon.  The landowner was also present.  Mr. Brown explained that this tower would be 295 ft. with a 5 ft. lightening rod.  This tower would have the capacity to have Verizon along with 4 other carriers.  This lot is approximately 24 acres located on Pumphouse Road near St. Mary’s Road.  There is a portion of the property that is forest reserve, which cannot be disturbed.  There will be an evergreen shield and an outside fence.  He mentioned that this will be a coverage site as opposed to a capacity site and this tower would connect with the tower on Tony Rd. that was recently approved.  He stated they are willing to add an anti-climbing device to this tower if requested.  Mr. Brown confirmed there is not a coverage map included in the materials presented.  Dennis Brown mentioned he would like to see a coverage map for the current and previous towers.  Mr. Brown provided more detail with regard to the coverage area and the tower location.  The matter was then opened to the public for comment.

	Rebecca Totten- She has concerns about her view out of the back of her house since the tower is within 500 ft. of her home and is concerned about her small children’s safety.  She stated her property value will decline and she requested to have the tower moved back toward the tree line.  
	Dale Kuntz- He stated his concern pertains to the 4 future carriers and possible microwaves being added to the tower.   
	Karen Verbryke- She stated she didn’t have much information regarding this tower.  She feels this matter should be tabled to allow for the property owners to obtain additional information.  

Mr. McMillin asked regarding the specifics of the notification procedure to the landowners.  The board confirmed that property owners can come into the Area Planning office to obtain additional information regarding petitions.  Ms. Orschell confirmed that by statute the petitioner is only required to notify adjacent landowners of the petition application and is not required to send them documents/plans.  Mr. McMillin confirmed that all documents presented to the board were available in the Area Planning office for public inspection.  Mrs. Verbryke mentioned that at the last meeting she requested the plans for the tower from Ms. Williams.  Ms. Williams responded that she did not mail the requested plans to Mrs. Verbryke; however, she did contact Mrs. Verbryke but did not receive a call back.  The documents she would have mailed were the same as those available in the Area Planning office in October.  Mr. McMillin explained to Ms. Totten that radio frequency health effects are not admissible.  Also, there is no documented evidence that there are effects to property value.  Mrs. Verbryke questioned if the fiber optics installed on her property is connected to the tower construction.  The board responded that this information does not apply to this petition.  Mr. Braun recommended moving the tower back on the property.  Mr. Batchler stated that he believes all the necessary testing was done to determine this location or they wouldn’t be at the hearing.  Mr. Ward asked if Mr. Jackson requested the site on the property and, if he had a choice, would he want it to be further away from the home.  Mr. Jackson responded that Verizon picked the site but he wouldn’t have a problem with it being closer.  Mr. Brown stated that they talked about moving it further North but it would have required a guide tower instead of lattice.  Mr. Derickson referred to a study Mr. Brown presented in July that stated there was a 2% property value decrease with homes within 700 ft. of a tower.  Mr. Derickson then introduced information from Campanelli & Associates, PC, regarding property devaluation.  Mr. Ward moved to send a favorable recommendation to the BZA with the conditions of adding an anti-climbing device and no microwave transmissions or receivers are to be used by Verizon or any co-locators.  Mr. Batchler 2nd.  Dennis Brown requested Mr. Ward to add a maintenance stipulation to the motion.  Mr. Ward declined.  Mr. Brown, Mr. Gillespie, Mr. Batchler and Mr. Ward-In Favor.  Mr. Braun and Mr. Derickson-Opposed.  Mr. McMillin-Abstained.  MC.  Dennis Brown mentioned that he would like to see better cell service around the schools.  

Mr. Gillespie stated that the commissioners requested the board review and consider an unsafe building code.  The commissioners would like the code to include the language as used in the Ripley County Unsafe Building Ordinance.  This would require an amendment to the code and a public hearing.  Mr. McMillin requested that this be added to the January agenda.   

Mr. Darryl Cregar, in the audience, stated that he purchased the Cummins salvage yard in October 2013 and would like to continue using it as a salvage yard.  He isn’t changing anything since purchasing it.  The board discussed that this potentially is a non-conforming use.  Mr. Cregar advised he is not expanding.  The board confirmed that his business is a legal use since it is grandfathered in.  Attorney Davis advised Ms. Orschell to sign the document and send a letter providing more explanation along with the signed document.                      

ADJOURNMENT – MOTION- Mr. Gillespie moved to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Braun 2nd.  Meeting was adjourned at 8:16 p.m.
