FRANKLIN COUNTY AREA PLAN COMMISSION
MEMORANDUM & MINUTES
January 15, 2015 7:00 pm
COMMISSIONERS/COUNCIL PUBLIC MEETING ROOM 203

Those Present:		Area Plan Commission members: Ed Derickson, President; Rick McMillin, Vice-				President, Curtis Ward, Joe Gillespie, Dennis Brown, Anna Morrow and  					Haroline Ison.  Also present were Tammy Davis, Cindy C. Orschell and Melissa              			K. Burkhart

Mr. Derickson opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPOINTMENTS- Mr. Derickson began with the appointment of the APC Executive Director.  Mr. Gillespie moved to reappoint Cindy Orschell as the Executive Director.  Mr. McMillin 2nd.  AIF. MC.  Mr. Gillespie moved to reappoint Tammy Davis as the Commission Attorney.  Mr. Ward 2nd. AIF. MC.   Mrs. Ison nominated Mr. McMillin as the APC President.  Mr. Gillespie 2nd.  Mr. McMillin then nominated Mr. Derickson.  There was no 2nd.  AIF MC.  Nominations were then closed.  Mr. McMillin then continued the meeting as the APC President.  Mrs. Ison nominated Mr. Derickson as APC Vice-President.  Mr. Gillespie 2nd.  AIF. MC.  Mr. McMillin moved to close the nominations.  Mr. Gillespie 2nd.  Nominations were then closed.        

MOTION TO APPROVE 12/10/14 MINUTES – Mr. McMillin confirmed all board members had reviewed the Minutes.  Mr. Ward moved to approve the minutes.  Mrs. Morrow 2nd.  AIF. MC.  Mrs. Ison then noted that Mr. McMillin’s name was misspelled on the last page of the minutes.

APPROVAL OF 2015 MEETING DATES- Mr. McMillin confirmed that the proposed meeting dates are the 2nd Wednesday of each month with the exception of November.  Mr. Ward moved to approve the meeting dates.  Remainder of board 2nd.  AIF. MC.  

MEETING TIME CHANGE- Mr. Derickson stated he would like the start time to remain unchanged.  Mr. Ward moved to keep the meetings at 7:00 p.m.  Mr. Derickson 2nd.  AIF. MC.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN- Mr. McMillin stated that there would not be a hearing at this meeting.  The hearing could not be advertised because at the time there was not a copy of the comprehensive plan available.  It was decided that it would be premature to hold a hearing regarding a document that was not yet available.  The board now has a copy and it is available on the website.  He explained the comprehensive plan is a document that has no legal status and cannot be enforced or violated.  A zoning ordinance begins with an adopted comprehensive plan.  The commissioners determined it was time to review the comprehensive plan and nominated a steering committee.  The steering committee organized the implementation of the comprehensive plan.  After months of meeting, it was decided that there was not enough public interest and it was put on hold.  The revision of the comprehensive plan then went to the Redevelopment Commission.  The Redevelopment Commission hired a consultant who assisted in creating the current amended comprehensive plan.  Mr. McMillin then opened the floor to the public for discussion of the new comprehensive plan.  

-Craig Nobbe, owner of 52 Pik-Up, came forward and stated he was on the steering committee years ago to discuss the comprehensive plan.  There was a discussion of the bypass when he was on the steering committee.  He is against the bypass as it would hurt his business.  He understands putting in the bypass if there was a traffic issue; however, he stated he doesn’t believe we have this problem.  

-Rick Gill, jewelry store owner, approached the board and advised he is against the bypass.  He believes this would take away business from Brookville.  He asked how the bypass section can be removed from the comprehensive plan.  

Mr. Ward advised that the APC has the power to make a recommendation to the commissioners on the comprehensive plan with removal of some sections.  Mr. McMillin stated that after the hearing the APC will give a favorable, unfavorable or no recommendation to the commissioners.  Mrs. Davis confirmed that there is an amendment process and she will look into this.  

-Darryl Kramer, County Council, stated to the APC that the board has the ability to amend the comprehensive plan how they see fit.  This is a starting point.  If there is further input from the people, this should be considered.  There doesn’t have to be a hearing at the next meeting if the amendments needed are not incorporated into the plan yet.  If there needs to be amendments this is the time to do it.  

-Gordon Keys, owner of Keys to the Past Antiques, does not agree with the bypass and believes it would be a complete detriment.  He stated that there are plans for improvements but putting a bypass in would be counterproductive.

-Bill Murray, owner of Wild Bill’s Western Store, addressed the board and stated that just when Hwy 52 was down due to construction he lost about 60% of his business.  So, he is not for the bypass and stated that, if the bypass is put in, he most likely will close his store and move elsewhere.  He relies on traffic for business.

-Jim Lubick, owner of Ritzi’s Jewelers, stated he understands that the comprehensive plan is like a business plan.  Mr. McMillin added that the comprehensive plan is to communicate to policy makers the vision of the community for the future and what our town should look like.  Mr. Dennis Brown advised that the original plan for the bypass was to tie I-70 and I-74 together.  Mr. Lubick then stated he that higher taxes would allow for improvement to Brookville.  The bypass would affect businesses.  He would like Main Street improved and additional parking added.

-Paul Nobbe, public citizen, stated that he believes the comprehensive plan should be for the whole county not just Brookville.  He stated we should focus more on the western part of the county and connect all roads together.  (**For the record, the board’s discussion, at this point, was on the County Comprehensive Plan).  

-Tara Keys, owners of Keys to the Past Antiques/President of Canoefest, wants to make Brookville the “Hometown” that it was.  She is not for the bypass and Canoefest will go away with a bypass.  

-Craig Nobbe asked the board how much input did the steering committee have?  Mr. Ward advised that the consultant based the comprehensive plan on the minutes provided to him.  

-Paula Keller, BZA member, stated that on pg. 92 of the comprehensive plan adopted on 12/10/01 there is reference to the bypass that was first discussed in 1964.  This idea has been around for years and it hasn’t happened yet.  

-Kate Greene, public citizen, mentioned that her name is listed on the plan as a steering committee member; however, she doesn’t recall ever discussing a bypass during the steering committee meetings and if it had been discussed she would have been opposed to it.  She believes most of what is in the plan came from the stakeholders.  Mr. McMillin responded that the stakeholders are comprised of any of the Franklin County citizens.

-John Estridge, public citizen, stated he covered most of the steering committee meetings and there was never any mention of the bypass.  He added that nothing in the document came from the steering committee meetings.  He wants to know what stakeholders the consultant spoke with and why they want a bypass. 

-Brian Nobbe, owner of 52 Pik-Up, suggested focusing on the west side of the county.  He doesn’t believe traffic is an issue and has only seen a few instances of traffic related issues.  

Mrs. Davis stated in IC 36-74-508 that, after a hearing is held, the APC may approve the comprehensive plan.  If approved, the APC certifies it and then the town boards can approve, reject or revise it.  The APC is the authority.  Mr. Gillespie added that if there are amendments he believes it has to be re-advertised.  Mrs. Davis advised that a notice can be published stating that there is not going to be hearing.  Mr. Ward suggested canceling out the notice and re-advertising with a possible motion to take a section out.  Mrs. Davis advised not to make any motions since it is just a discussion and she added that the statute states approval does not have to be in its entirety and can be approved in steps on specific chapters.  Mr. Brown suggested the board could have the hearing, “send it down the road” and then start over.  Mr. McMillin pointed out this process should have started with the APC.  Mr. Derickson summarized that there were many aspects of the old comprehensive plan that never came to fruition.  He added that there may be a negative impact later with removing the section on the bypass for what the future development may be.  Mrs. Ison stated she is not for the bypass.  She wants Brookville returned to how it was and was surprised to see this in the plan.  Mr. Brown stated that he agrees with Mrs. Ison but ultimately we won’t have anything to say about it if the State wants it in.  

-Brian Nobbe stated that if there are members of the steering committee that was not aware the bypass section would be in the plan this is bothersome.  He suggested taking it out now and if it needs to be added back in in 10 years then add it then.    

Mr. Ward recommended advertising canceling the current notice due to changes.  The public may have comments on other parts of the plan not just section 6.  Mrs. Morrow stated that there is value in public input.  She wanted to proceed with the hearing next month.

Debra Luzier, GRW Engineering, addressed the board and stated that through a grant the Town of Brookville has established a comprehensive plan for the town only.  She pointed out this is separate from the other comprehensive plan previously discussed.  The Town’s plan will be ready to be presented to the APC in March.  The APC will either approve or not approve it; however, she expects that since the Town commissioned to have this drafted that she assumes the APC will approve it.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]ELSEA UPDATE- Ms. Orschell advised that Lakeshore denied their permit and he has had his 60 days.  Mr. McMillin stated that the next step is legal action.  Mr. Gillespie asked what Lakeshore’s stance is and, at this time, Ms. Orschell presented a letter from Lakeshore to the Elsea’s.  Mr. Gillespie then read Lakeshore’s letter denying the Elsea’s permit request and requesting the mobile home be removed.  Mr. Brown moved to take the next step and authorize the APC attorney to take judicial action.  Mr. Ward 2nd.  AIF. MC.

JAMES BALLENGER UPDATE- Ms. Orschell advised the board that he just received approval from the commissioners and asked if the board wants Mr. Ballenger to attend the next meeting.  She also stated the some board members wanted to come to the site when he is doing the blasting.  Mr. McMillin advised that it would be a good idea for him to come to the meeting.

BARRICKLOW FUND STATUS- Ms. Orschell provided an update regarding the funds status on this case.  She stated that the money set aside for payment of the dumpsters has been put back into the county general fund.  Mrs. Davis stated there was special account set up for these funds.  Mr. Kramer stated the money left over from this should not go back into county general.  He stated to ask for an additional appropriation from the Solid Waste Disposal Fund.  He confirmed that Ms. Orschell got the additional appropriation request submitted in time.  Mr. Gillespie moved to request an additional appropriation for the February meeting.  Ms. Ison 2nd.  AIF. MC.  Ms. Orschell stated the Barricklow’s are on their 7th dumpster.  

DELANEY UPDATE- Mrs. Davis stated that Mr. Delaney did get served; however, Ms. Reidenbach was returned as unclaimed.  She will need to get a NM sheriff to serve her.  Ms. Orschell stated that Mr. Delaney stated he has a mobile home but she believes it looks like a camper.     
                                             
 ADJOURNMENT – MOTION- Mr. Gillespie moved to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Ward 2nd AIF. MC. Meeting adjourned at 8:35 PM.
