FRANKLIN COUNTY AREA PLAN COMMISSION
MEMORANDUM & MINUTES
May 13, 2015 7:00 pm
COMMISSIONERS/COUNCIL PUBLIC MEETING ROOM 203

Those Present:	 Area Plan Commission members: Rick McMillin, President, 
                             Ed Derickson, Vice-President, Curtis Ward, Joe Gillespie, Dennis Brown, Anna 				Morrow and Haroline Ison.  Also present were Tammy Davis, Cindy C. Orschell 				and Melissa K. Burkhart.

Mr. McMillin opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION TO APPROVE 4/8/15 MINUTES – Mrs. Ison requested revision of her comments on pg. 2 regarding the seating of Mrs. Davis and Ms. Orschell.  She clarified that it should read that she requested a table for Mrs. Davis and Ms. Orschell to use for privacy purposes.  Mr. Derickson commented regarding his remarks on annexation on pg. 3.  He added that there may have been a misunderstanding with his comments regarding annexation and does not believe there is a real issue here in Brookville regarding the possibility of annexation.  There were no changes to the minutes pertaining to pg. 3 and Mr. Derickson’s comments.  Mr. Gillespie moved to approve the minutes.  Mr. Ward 2nd.  AIF.  MC.

PUBLIC HEARING ON TOWN OF BROOKVILLE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN SECTION 2:CHAPTER 4-  Mrs. Ison stated that it was brought to her attention that at the Town Council meeting there was a question whether the town is actually incorporated.  She is hesitant to move forward with the section until there is documentation showing incorporation.  Mr. McMillin clarified that if the town is not incorporated they would not have the legal standing to come to the APC for approval of the plan.  He added that GRW would not have entered into a contract with the Town of Brookville to draft the plan unless the entity had legal standing.  He then requested documentation from Ms. Luzier to show the town is incorporated; however, Ms. Luzier did not have this document since she was not aware of the issue prior to the meeting.  Ms. Luzier responded that, based on tax records from the town, property owners within town limits are paying taxes to support the town.  Mrs. Ison added she wants a document showing that the Town of Brookville was incorporated and the date it was incorporated.  Mr. Ward and Mr. Brown voiced their opposition to requiring GRW to submit a document showing the town is incorporated.  Mr. Ward pointed out that he is currently present at the APC since he was appointed by the Town of Brookville.  He added that if the town is not incorporated, then the APC would have to go back on every historical decision ever made where he had input.  Mrs. Ison commented that she was informed that one town council member said the town is incorporated and another said it was not.  She added that this was brought to the board’s attention and the APC has to go about it the legal way.  Mr. Ward pointed out that the APC has enacted several codes that allude to the fact the town is incorporated and it’s already passed.  Mrs. Ison responded that she is concerned now that it was brought to her attention and it needs to be checked out so we know moving forward.  Mr. McMillin advised that the board has been informed this plan was drafted in order to obtain grant money.   If the board now has a question about whether that entity is legally qualified to do that then they can’t ignore that question because the town would then receive money and it is not valid.  He stated that he would be willing to certify the plan if the board adds that we approve plan except no grant money can be received.  Mr. Ward pointed out this is part of progress and added that this is a stall tactic of the entire process. He is willing to move forward with approving the plan.  He commented that the board has already enacted almost the entire plan and it is a moot point.  Mr. McMillin suggested that if this chapter is not certified then the town can’t get the grant money.  Mrs. Davis stated that Mr. Leffingwell asked for the charter at the council meeting.  The town’s secretary said that the document is in the first minutes at the bottom of stacks of paper.  She added that she would need to research the issue.  Mrs. Ison moved to continue the hearing until next month and proceed when a document showing the town is incorporated is received.  Mr. McMillin 2nd.  Mr. Ward disagreed and added that the board has already acted on the zoning code, the Franklin County Comprehensive Plan and any motion that the town’s representative ever made.  He suggested that this is a tactic to stall the process and does not want the process stalled further.  He believes Brookville is an incorporated town and there is no precedent that the board has ever asked for proof that the entity exists.  Mr. Gillespie commented that he has no problem ruling on the plan without it being contingent on the articles of incorporation.  Mr. Jim Suhre, in the audience, mentioned that this is not a trivial matter and he believes the content of the plan is not a positive thing for the county.  He stated that this further complicates the issue of Mrs. Davis’ conflict of interest and is another reason to wait and make certain all proceedings are correct.  Mr. McMillin and Mrs. Ison-in favor.  Mr. Derickson, Mr. Gillespie, Mr. Ward, Mr. Brown and Mrs. Morrow-opposed.  The motion did not pass.
	Section 2:Chapter 4- Ms. Luzier explained that the requested amendment to “Section 2 – Land Use Objectives”  included changing the discussion to potential growth areas.  The text was reworded to state, “1. Evaluate and prepare a feasibility study for areas of potential growth” and “2. Coordinate any future plans for growth and development with community service or facility providers to ensure adequate levels of service to the town and new growth areas”.  Secondly, on pg. 42 under the potential growth areas map the last sentence was stricken and now reads, “future plans for growth would have to be reviewed and analyzed in a separate growth study that is independent of this comprehensive plan.”  These changes were made at the recommendation of the APC based on the last meeting.  Mr. Suhre suggested that it seemed annexation is still the goal of the Town of Brookville.  He voiced his opinion that this plan is not in the interest of the farm ground around the town or the landowners.  He wanted to see the potential growth maps and the language stricken.  Ms. Luzier responded that this is why they have added a feasibility study be conducted separately.  Mrs. Ison asked if prior to conducting the study if the group could meet with the county commissioners to see if they approve.  Ms. Luzier responded that state legislation regulates annexation and the areas can’t grow unless they annex.  There are certain procedures to go through with the state.  Mr. Ward moved to certify Section 2:Chapter 4 as presented.  Mr. Derickson 2nd.  Mr. McMillin advised that he would be voting no to the motion and encouraged the other members to vote no by reading a prepared statement explaining why he is voting no.  In his statement, Mr. McMillin voiced his concern that the names of those who gave input to GRW is confidential.  Ms. Luzier explained that she can provide who gave input and what comments were made but cannot provide who gave which comment.  He stated that he is concerned about grant money disbursements and added that he feels the plan is in direct conflict with the best interests of the county.  Mr. Ward responded that the APC has already certified most of the plan and its content.  He stated the APC requested revision of Chapter 4 and GRW has done this.  He then moved to certify Section 2:Chapter 4.  He summarized his opinion stating that GRW has made changes according to the recommendations made by the APC.  Mr. McMillin agreed that it was too late to revise the other portions of the plan and suggested that not approving this section was the final chance to stop the process.  Mrs. Ison mentioned that the plan hurts the future of the county and is against approving the plan.  Mr. McMillin pointed out that there hasn’t been a change to the comprehensive plan other than the wording as annexation and growth are being used interchangeably.  Mr. Ward advised that GRW has completed the revisions requested by the APC and not to discuss grant money.  Mr. Brown commented that the Town of Brookville doesn’t have to go along with the APC’s decision.  Mr. Derickson suggested that there would be no growth and no jobs in Brookville without grants.  He stated that the town needs this tool for growth and it would benefit the whole county to have Brookville have that potential for growth.  Ms. Kate Greene, in the audience, commented that those opposed to the plan are not against the word annexation in the plan but the process of growth and annexation outside of the town.  Mr. Ward pointed out that there is a very limited amount of farm ground around the town.  Mr. Brown added that the concerns are about grant money not actual annexation.  After additional discussion, a vote was made on the motion to certify Section 2:Chapter 4.  Mr. Ward, Mr. Gillespie, Mr. Derickson, Mr. Brown and Mrs. Morrow- In Favor.  Mr. McMillin and Mrs. Ison- Opposed.  MC.  The public hearing was then closed.

[bookmark: _GoBack]PUBLIC HEARING ON THE FRANKLIN COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN- Mr. McMillin opened the public hearing continued from April 8, 2015.  Mr. Jeff Batchler, in the audience, requested the APC recess to allow the BZA to conduct their meeting as there were homeowners in the audience.  Mrs. Ison moved to recess the APC meeting.  Mr. McMillin 2nd.  Mr. McMillin and Mrs. Ison- In Favor.  Mr. Derickson, Mr. Gillespie, Mr. Ward and Mr. Brown- Opposed.  Mrs. Morrow-Abstained.  MC.  The hearing then proceeded.  Mr. Jim Kinnett advised that all of the changes that were requested and approved were made to the document.  The revised document has been on the Area Planning website since March 2015.  Mr. Suhre asked if the APC wanted to include a clause in the plan restricting expansion of any of the incorporated towns and they don’t support annexation.  No APC members moved to include this language.  Mr. Scott McDonough, in the audience, added that, since the plan needs to be updated, if the APC wants to add a clause they could go ahead and certify it as is and then send it back with revisions or updates.  Mr. Ward moved to certify the plan as presented in its entirety.  Mr. Gillespie 2nd.  AIF.  MC.                 

BARRICKLOW UPDATE- Mrs. Davis advised the board that they are going to receive their final bill.  There are some funds still available but not enough for an entire dumpster.  She has retained the same rate with Rumpke for future dumpsters.  They will now be on their own getting it cleaned up.   

ELSEA UPDATE- Mrs. Davis stated that she is getting in touch with their attorney.  The Elsea Answer denies all allegations.  

-Mr. Derickson would like to add a discussion on the fencing requirement for pools to next month’s agenda.  

-Mr. Brown corrected a 4/15/15 statement in the Brookville Democrat where he stated he was misquoted.

-Ms. Orschell distributed the Unsafe Building Ordinance.  She stated that an Unsafe Building Committee has been established by the commissioners that includes Dr. Fain, Mr. McMillin and Mr. Marmouze.  This committee will be able to condemn a home.  There is currently a home possibly needing to be condemned.  Mr. McMillin stated that the APC is not the initiating body to condemn a home.  Ms. Orschell mentioned that her office’s budget is due 6/15/15.  She will be asking to reinstate the full-time office administrator position and/or additional money for part-time help.  She mentioned that the paper misquoted the days Melissa is in the office.  She is only there one day a week.  She will be requesting more money to go towards code classes as she has been appointed by the commissioners as a part-time building inspector.  There is only $300 in the budget for code classes.  There used to be grant money available for the code classes but now that program has been taken away.  She added that Mr. Marmouze is requesting a $2500 increase in wages to account for no raise over the past 5 years ($500 a year).  Mrs. Ison asked if the office will sometimes be closed since there may be times no one is in the office.  Ms. Orschell responded that she will be in the office if Gary is out on an inspection but there may be times when the office is closed.  She stated that her office informs customers to call in advance of coming in to the office.  Mr. McMillin suggested noting to call ahead before coming to the office on the website.  There was some additional discussion regarding the budget cuts and possible future reduction requests from county council.                                 
	                      
ADJOURNMENT – MOTION- Mr. Gillespie moved to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Derickson 2nd AIF. MC. Meeting adjourned at 8:27 PM.
