FRANKLIN COUNTY AREA PLAN COMMISSION
MEMORANDUM & MINUTES
November 18, 2015 7:00 pm
COMMISSIONERS/COUNCIL PUBLIC MEETING ROOM 203

Those Present:	 Area Plan Commission members: Rick McMillin, President, 
                             Ed Derickson, Vice-President, Curtis Ward, Joe Gillespie, Dennis Brown, Anna 				Morrow and Haroline Ison (Absent-Represented by Robert Braun).  Also present were 			Tammy Davis, Cindy C. Orschell and Melissa K. Burkhart.

Mr. McMillin opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION TO APPROVE 10/14/15 MINUTES – Mr. Ward moved to approve the minutes.  Mr. Braun 2nd. 5 in favor with 0 against.  Anna Morrow abstained.  

CENTRAL STATES TOWER/NORTON HEARING- Attorney Will Goodin, Elizabeth Williams, Tracy Preble, David Zidzik and Martin Brown were all present on behalf of Central States Tower, who represents Verizon.  Elizabeth Williams distributed new packets to the board members for their review.  Mr. Goodin began his presentation by stating that since the last meeting some board members did review the staked out site and it was cleared with an access road.  He specifically referred to Tab #6 in the booklet and advised that the Fall Zone letter in this section indicates if there was a failure for any reason the tower would fall upon itself rather than tip over.  He stated that in the unlikely event of a collapse, it would not affect surrounding improvements or homeowners.  Mr. Goodin also pointed out Tab #7 that includes a letter from their real estate expert, Martin Brown, which states that there is not an adverse impact on the real estate value.  He added that he had a recent experience where another Indiana city is experiencing low development due to insufficient wireless data facilities or capabilities not because of cell tower construction.  
	Nancy Siefert- She is an adjoining landowner.  She asked that the board confirm specifics regarding adding an anti-climbing device and no microwaves to the tower.  Mr. McMillin confirmed that with regard to these issues there have not been changes; however, this would be addressed in a motion.  Mrs. Siefert presented the board with the photos she took the day after the last meeting which show a stake dated 8/17/15.  She advised that she believes these photos represent a second site staked out as another potential site for the tower.  Mr. Goodin replied that he is not aware of another site being staked out and the petition being reviewed by the board is for the parcel presented not for the area that Mrs. Siefert indicates is in the photographs.  He mentioned that it may have been an area that was originally looked at and he does not know where the stake is that Mrs. Siefert presented.  Mr. McMillin asked how the other staked site compares to the proposed site.  It was determined that it was a few hundred feet from the site in the petition.  Mr. Goodin replied that there is no alternate site.  The site acquisition person could have staked out possible sites but after the RF evaluated the sites it was not selected as the final location.  He stated that whether there is a staked out site or not it is irrelevant because it was not the site selected for the petition.  Mrs. Siefert then asked how loud the generator will be for the tower.  Mr. Goodin responded that the generator would only be enacted if there is a loss of power within the shelter so there is a barrier.  He said that they do not have a specific decibel level and this would be a 45 KW generator.  Mrs. Siefert referred to the discussion on microwave tower transmissions from the July meeting.  She asked the board how they will know if microwave transmissions are added and who will monitor this to ensure there are no microwave towers on the site if this is part of the recommendation.  Mr. Zidzik advised this tower would be using fiber optics and there would not be any microwaves.  He stated that any changes would have to come to the board.  Mr. Brown asked if the APC states no microwaves on the tower and would this stipulation be recorded by the FCC.  Mr. Zidzik confirmed that these towers are heavily regulated and this is correct.  Mr. Derickson asked if the APC states no microwaves on the tower is it for both transmitting and receiving.  Mr. Zidzik responded that this is correct.  Mr. Braun asked Mr. Zidzik if adding additional antennas to the tower would come before the board.  It was confirmed that the board’s approval is for up to 4 co-locators, these would have to follow the stipulations the board enacted and they would have to get a permit each time a co-locator is added.  Mrs. Siefert stated she is concerned about the maintenance of the compound and she asked if she could get a break on her property taxes.  She was referred to the assessor for this question.  Mr. Brown commented on the letter submitted by Martin Brown, which states that they have never found a decrease in value for properties with cell towers.
	Martin Brown- He stated that they conducted studies in 1998 concerning the impact of property value when adding a cell tower.  Their research shows that over the course of time and with the addition of cell towers they never found a decrease in value.  He mentioned that a study in Colorado suggests that not having a tower actually decreases the property value.  This study reviewed homes within 500 ft. of the cell tower site and homes outside of this area over the course of time.  Their studies covered all kinds of residential environments including rural areas.  They stopped conducting the studies in 2004 because the results were so consistent.  Mr. Ward asked if they had conducted studies on how electric substations affect property value.  Mr. Brown responded that he has not but has studied properties with high tension electrical transmission lines.  He found there was not an effect on property value with this scenario.  Dennis Brown asked if there was an awareness of the possible effects of RF when conducting the study.  Mr. Brown responded he believes there was general awareness.  
	Nancy Siefert- Mrs. Siefert then read the HUD guidelines with regard to cell tower construction and their requirements as evidence the tower does affect her property value.  She asked if the county would monitor how the area looks and if it is maintained.

-Karen Rosselot Verbryke was present to discuss the Jackson cell tower.  She asked the board if this tower is connected to the tower on Pumphouse Road.  She wanted to know if the two towers would communicate.  Mr. Goodin advised that this matter is not on the agenda but he would be happy to answer general questions.  Dennis Brown asked for more information on why there is an additional tower needed when the Norton tower was to cover the area.   

Mr. Gillespie asked for more detail regarding the microwave tower referred to in the Fall Zone letter.  Mr. Goodin responded that this is all regulated with regard to specific equipment used and the FCC monitors the level of microwaves used.  He also reiterated that the zoning board cannot base their decision on health effects.  The board then discussed the microwave issue and Mr. Goodin confirmed that the approval stipulations added by the board would apply to each potential co-locator.  If a co-locator were to be added, they would still have to go through the permitting process so there would be a review.  Mr. Braun moved to send a favorable recommendation to the BZA with the conditions of no microwave transmission or receiver constructed on this tower and they must add an anti-climb device.  Mr. Gillespie added a stipulation stating the property must be mowed and maintained in a tidy manner.  Mr. Goodin confirmed that there will be landscaping.  Mr. Siefert requested the board add a stipulation regarding maintaining a gate at the roadway.  The final motion was to send a favorable recommendation to the BZA with the stipulations of no microwave transmission or receiver, adding an anti-climb device, the property must be mowed and maintained and a gate at the roadway will be maintained.  Mr. Gillespie 2nd.  Mr. Derickson advised he is voting against the issue due to the frequency on the person’s property.  Mr. Ward voiced his concern regarding the maintenance stipulation and to what standards is considered maintained.   He is concerned about removing the ability to add microwaves based on personal experience as opposed to fact.  The motion passed with a vote of 5-2 with Mr. Ward and Mr. Derickson against.  

-Mr. Brown stated that he would like to see Verizon provide better coverage for the schools in the county specifically Mt. Carmel and Laurel elementary schools.    

[bookmark: _GoBack]CENTRAL STATES TOWER/JACKSON HEARING- This matter was continued until the December 9, 2015 meeting.  Mr. McMillin did bring up the point that if a matter on the agenda is continued there is not a system in place notifying the property owners that it was continued.  It was confirmed that even if a matter is continued there is not an additional notice published.  

-Mr. Gillespie advised that FEMA changed the county’s flood plain map.  The GIS still reflects the old flood plain map.  It is difficult to revise this layer of GIS to reflect the new map information.  He stated that a solution would be to add a link on the GIS website that would go to the updated FEMA maps.  

-Mr. Braun mentioned that he was approached and asked to bring up to the board that there is a noise issue on Moorman Road.  They are apparently making mulch at the sawmill from scraps and there is a lot of noise coming from there.     

ADJOURNMENT – MOTION- Mr. Gillespie moved to adjourn.  Mr. Ward 2nd.  AIF. MC.  Meeting adjourned at 8:46 p.m. 
