Franklin County Commissioners
June 2, 2014
Commissioners/Council Meeting Room 203
Commissioners – Tom Wilson, Tom Linkel and Scott McDonough
Commissioners Secretary – Carol Westerman
Auditor – Chief Deputy – Debbie Richardson
Open – The meeting was called to order and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance
Minutes – A motion was made by Tom Linkel to approve the minutes of the previous meeting and was 2nd by Scott McDonough. Motion carried.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Judge Steven Cox – spoke to group concerning g HB 1006 which goes into effect July 1, 2014.  The new law makes crimes against property less serious and crimes against person, more serious.  Another big change will keep serious offenders behind bars longer, as an example a person sentenced for 20 years would normally serve 10 years – one-half of the sentence – credit served on a one to one basis.  No that same convict will get credit for a one to three day basis.  Offenders of lesser crimes will still get credit for time served on a one to one basis.   The legislature is saving state tax money by shortening sentences and moving prisoner to local county jails.   Franklin County is one of 7 counties that do not have a new Community Correction Program.   Judge Cox said that the legislature offered approximately $11 million in grants to help counties that have a Community Correction Program.  He also stated that he is leery of grants because if the grant ends the county is then responsible.   His purpose for contacting the commissioners was to ask if they would accept offenders to do county work for community service as well he will be asking the towns to accept offenders for community service jobs.  The judge also reported that the jail averages 50 inmates and has room for 25 more.  He stated that the 2013 report said Franklin County needs 20 more jailers to operate within the state guidelines. He noted that there are a lot of things you would like at the highway department; there a lot of things he would like to see over at the court instead of spending more money on incarcerating offenders.   He noted the court can minimize the cost of new sentencing law without adding more staff, divert offenders to community service on in-home detention, the Sheriff can approve offenders for work release, operate the jail at full capacity, and we currently have a pre-trial diversion program which allows the Prosecutor to weed out violators as to making a court appearance. The judge pledged to be fiscally responsible in implementing the new law in light of the county’s budget woes for 2014.
Ted Cooley – was absent 
Ordinance 2014-12 – Vacating Roads – not maintained by Franklin County -  County Surveyor Joe Gillespie discussed a draft ordinance by which the county would officially vacate all roads not currently maintained by the Highway Department or not in the county road system.  The ordinance will be revised to accommodate the concerns of the commissioner Tom Linkel and presented next week. Mr. Gillespie noted that a notice must be given to all adjacent land owners by certified mail, publish notice with the names and addresses of adjacent landowners and hold a public hearing.  He stated it is the county surveyor’s duty to inspect all roads to be vacated.  In the Indiana code there is several reason why a landowner can object to a vacation, such hindrance of future development or inconvenient access.  Commissioners Attorney John Worth contends that the law applies to current public roads and does not apply to a non-used road. If a landowner wants to know if their access road is in the currently system they are advised to call the Highway Department.  Commissioner McDonough read the ordinance and Commissioner Linkel stated he could not support it.  Mr. Gillespie that the ordinance, as it is prepared, is in the county’s best interest, but he is not sure it is legal.  Commissioner Wilson pushed for the ordinance.  The county could not afford to be sued and made to open or maintain an abandoned road, which happened with the H. Meyer Road.  Commissioner McDonough agreed to revise the ordinance to say that if any landowner objects to the mass vacation at the public hearing, to old road adjacent to his/her property will remain.  All other old roads will be vacated effective Aug. 1, 2014.  
Request of Advance – for the Bruns Harvey Ditch – to recoup some of the money spent for a survey and for repairs.  A motion was made by Tom Wilson to approve and was 2nd by Tom Linkel.  Motion carried.
Rip and Run – a motion was made by Tom Wilson to take the money from Cum Cap to pay toward the contract  and was 2nd by Scott McDonough and it is understood that the $299 yearly maintenance fee will be paid out a new line in the 911 budget.  Motion carried.
Permit Fee – Franklin County High School has asked that the permit fee for rehabbing the Soccer dugouts and press box be waived.  A motion was made by Scott McDonough to approve and was 2nd by Tom Linkel.  Motion carried.
Claims – A motion was made by Tom Linkel to approve claims and was 2nd by Scott McDonough.  Motion carried.
Info – John Estridge stated the Causeway Bridge has lead base paint on it and cost 3x the amount to repaint.  
Adjourn – a motion to adjourn was made by Tom Wilson and 2nd by Scott McDonough.  Motion carried.
Others in attendance:  Wayne Monroe, Sara Duffy, Steve Cox and Brent Roberts.
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