AREA PLAN COMMISSION
March 12, 2011

The Area Plan Commission met on Wednesday, March 12, 2011 at 8:33 a.m. with the following members in attendance; Denny Brown, Rick McMillin, Richard Placke, Bill Doig, John Steele, Joe Gillespie and Joe Jonas.  Also present were Tammy Davis, Commission Attorney; Larry J. Franzman, Executive Director; and Cindy C. Orschell, Recording Secretary.  


We are here for a public hearing to discuss the CIC code as presented by the County Commissioners back in January, 2011 and we will also be taking a vote to day.


Mr. Ed Derickson said he is concerned on the five homes on a private lane.  Without a defined plan and covenants for these lots, it is “buyer beware”, without a review process (hearing) neighbors that would not have any knowledge about their neighborhood being impacted (negatively or positively), and there must be a uniform standards that spells out the type of homes to be constructed on the lots.  Mr. Derickson also expresses his concern on the differences on the A-1 and A-2 Districts.  Also the new graveled road that serves cul-de-sacs lacks the base material and sub-soil conditions lacks substance, and the cul-de-sac must be a large enough turn around for delivery trucks, fire and emergency vehicles.   The potential buyers must be made aware of their responsibility of roadway maintenance, and will the mail be dropped at their house or at the end of the driveway, and will their children be picked up for school at their door step or at the end of the driveway.

C.J. Koerber speaks in favor of the CIC Code.  He feels the CIC code is  better indexed and, it preserves farmland,  it can potientionally help a struggling farmer further preserving farmland by reducing the minimum acreage per split.  He also mentions building on sloped terrain.  The CIC also takes a more approachable role to small businesses (especially small businesses in the home).  He respectifully  requests that the CIC Code be adopted as written.  

Daryl Kramer supports the CIC code and recommends the board give a positive recommendation to the CIC code.


Stanley Monroe, lives in Blooming Grove Township and is in total agreement with the CIC. 

Haroline Ison is in favor of the CIC code, because she feels it is for the rights of the people. 


Jim Suhre states he is in favor of the CIC code.  Mentions the simplicity of the CIC Code, supports the CIC code, and for the board to continually look into the board’s suggestions on the things that need to be tweaked and asks the board for a positive recommendation.
Jeff Batchler of Whitewater Township asks for the board to pass this with a favorable recommendation and to include the attachments of the board’s  thoughts.
Marty Brunner urges  the board to approve the CIC as written.
Bob Banes of Butler Township supports the CIC 100%.  

Greg Kunkel feels it would be a shame for the APC and/or the County
 Commissioners to pass a zoning text that would divide this community, in regards to the Towns of Brookville, Oldenburg and Cedar Grove.  He expresses his concern on the A-1 and A-2 districts.  He doesn’t feel anyone has a problem with permitting home businesses, five (5) homes on a private drive or temporary uses for a trailer for the infirmed, it’s the lack of review under the CIC Code.  Allow the APC and Commissioners to have a review process on these issues, so the community can continue to be a community.
Ruthie Mannix is asking for an unfavorable recommendation because you have been reviewing it for several months and you have identified some issues.  We are in a situation where philosophy bumps up against practicability.   She feels nobody has a problem with 5 houses on a private lane, or bringing in a trailer for a relative, its all about the lack of oversight, the lack of a permitting process.  
Kate Greene requests for the board to give a favorable recommendation and for the board to continue with the amendments to the CIC code. 
Paula Keller from Whitewater Township asks for a favorable recommendation on the CIC Code.    
Hermi Niese from Highland Township said she sees a Sunami of changes that are potentional with the CIC text because it loosens things up and asks the board to give it an unfavorable recommendation. 
Yuvonne Kramer asks for a favorable recommendation on the CIC.

Dave White said the recurring arguments for not accepting the text is the all or nothing, we weren’t asked to give recommendations we were asked to write a code in plain and simple language and that’s what we did.
Monica Yane from Salt Creek Township asks for an unfavorable recommendation and asked the Commissioners to allow you to continue with the board’s review process.
Arthur Robinson thinks the board should give a favorable recommendation, because the process was through, fair and an unblemished democratic process.

Robert Braun from Butler Township thinks the CIC text represents the will of the people and if you would consider what the will of the people is, you will vote favorably for this.  
Mr. McMillin said the code we are considering today is absolutely consistent with the Comprehensive Plan,   it also addresses every single point of disagreement identified by the Commissioners in 2008 and we will be sending a favorable, unfavorable or no recommendation to the Commissioners.  The Flood Plain language was corrected. Mr. McMillin moves that we forward a favorable recommendation to the County Commissioners, and there are some specific points of this code that we have identified as a later date for recommended revision. Mr. Steele seconds the motion.  Mr. Gillespie said he expressed his concern to Mr. McDonough about the Flood Plain and he agreed to attach the State’s model ordinance, he felt he was committed to support it and he has reservations that the Town of Brookville, Cedar Grove and Oldenburg will never adopt this ordinance and that scares him.  Mr. Placke said the Commissioners gave it to us and said you need to review this and make recommendations.  They didn’t say you have to approve this, and the Commissioners don’t need a favorable recommendation.  He doesn’t see that it has changed a great deal other than the Flood Plain change from the original, and we have been working on it. He feels it doesn’t deserve a favorable recommendation because there are places that need to be changed.  Mr. Placke asks the Commissioners after today not to pass this as is, and take the 90 days to look at our recommendations before they pass it. Mr. Stanley Monroe questions the concerns of the towns.  Mr. Brown said he doesn’t think it’s a direct assault on the towns he thinks it’s as a county as a whole and we are to act for our towns first, but the county as a whole second.  Mr. Jonas feels the same.  Mr. Brown expresses his concern about the definition of family in the CIC code.  Mr. McMillin said that definition is a mistake.  Mrs. Mannix pointed out that the Town of Oldenburg did send a letter to the APC asking them to consider some specific items that they saw as problems.  Mr. Doig asked Mr. McMillin if he would like to re-issue his motion.  Mr. McMillin moves to forward a favorable recommendation to the County Commissioners, second by Mr. Steele.  Mr. McMillin, Mr. Doig, Mr. Gillespie and Mr. Steele was in favor.  Mr. Brown and Mr. Placke, Mr. Jonas opposed. 4-3.   
Mr. Steele moved to adjourn the meeting, second by Mr. Placke.  Meeting adjourned at 10:29 a.m.
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